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n C onverts a sinner and translates ‘h‘ir‘ﬁ_m
of grace, he frees him from his natural bondage
nder sin and, by his grace alone, enables him freely to

,and to do that which is spiritually good.”

Westminster Confession of Falth

- *The “eternal purpose in election” lies behind all of the
covenants in redemptive history... chosen from eternlty
= Elect| n— God’s ch0|ce of partlcular people
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* Arminians (James Arminius) claimed that God has

given sufficient prevenient grace to everyone for
regeneration, so it is now up to us to choose Christ or
reject Christ
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Total Depravity s
~ (AKA Total Inability and Original Sin)
- Unconditional Election

~ Limited Atonement
(also known as Particular Atonement)
Irre5|st|ble Grace
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emonstrants in 1610

God'’s election of sinners is cond|t|onal (based or
foreseen faith); (U)

Christ died to make salvation possible for every

person; (L)
all human beings are born in sin and therefore
incapable of being saved apart from grace; (T)
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~ Arminianism

| 'Total Depravity ~ Deprivation
~ Unconditional Election Conditional Election
Limited Atonement Unlimited Atonement
Irresistible Grace Resistible Grace
| Perseverance of the Saints Assurance & Security
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*The Roman Catholic Church has held a semi
Pelaglan view

» But an Augustinian strain within the Catholic
'Church denounced Pelagianism and semi-
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ed and Lutheran confessions agree on muc
: ifference is the Reformed belief that all of thos
whom Christ died will be effectually called by the Spirit
none of those who are justified and regenerated will fail t
- persevere to the end

Unbelief: The Bondage of the Will

* Our will is not free with respect to God because our
| nature is in bondage to unbelief
|+ Lutheran and Reformed differ from Arminians -
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I‘nf,R:eformed theology, election is unconditional, not
ependent on anything that God foresaw in us, but on his
- merciful purpose in his Son

* No one is saved by divine coercion, and no one is
rejected apart from his or her own will

Humans are alone responsible for their hardne
art. b one softens and
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, Outward call — God summons the whole world t
Christ through preaching of the gospel i

* Inward call — the Spirit illumines the hearts of his eIect
- and gives them faith through the gospel

* The internal call is an effectual call
¢ |In the outward call, Christ delivers himself to all as the

e only Sawour




Slide 10

regeneration we are passive, but in conve
e are active (regeneration is our'salvation;
conversion involves us submitting to God and
changing combining our efforts with His)

* This does not mean that in conversion our
salvation shifts from God’s sovereign grace to our
activity and cooperation
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‘with Chrlst we are united to Chrl th
the Spirit through faith
~ *The “marvelous exchange” — Christ assumes out
debts and we inherit his wealth (Bernard of Clairvaux)
| * United to Adam, we accrued nothing but debts; in-

Christ, our debts are imputed to him and his
righteousness is imputed to us ’
- * Being in Christ is a fact that can never be
Z‘lmproved dlmmlshed or wrchdraw —
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the objective work of Christ and the gifts of
~ justification and adoption

e Reducing it to mystical aspect then emphasizes
aspect of our relationship wi
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salvatlon and the foundation of all religion.”

* Justification and adoption are two blessings of being
united to Christ

|« The claim “God justifies the wicked” lies at the heart of
the gospel
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— justifi catlon isa process
leng actually and |ntr|n5|cally rlghteous

: ,The |n|t|aI justification at baptism eradlcates gU|It and
- original sin, as well as infuses the habit (or prmcnple) of
race into the recipient

B - One merits grace (and eventually final justification) by
cooperating with this infused grace
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hhrles Flnney consndered justl'r” cation by the mp J
‘Chrlst s righteousness to be absurd"

In I|beral Protestantism, justification is a consciousness o
 the realization that God never really was at enmity with

~ the believer

. *New Perspectlve on Paul critical of Reformatlon doctrlne =

of justification, argumg for the need for a ‘r" inal ju
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— at least they act as if — they must be sanctifi ed.
a holiness they themselves have acquired.”
Herman Bavinck

* Separating justification from sanctification is as

serious as confusing them as it leads to the notion
| that sanctification is the result of human effort 7
. There are caIIs in Scrlpture to imitat but |
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for justification also receives Christ for works in
sanctification

« The order is first justification, then good works;
not first good works, then justification
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ommon t! ologlcal pltfalls when
onsidering sanctifi cation: 2
* Legalism
~ « Antinomianism

~ * The law is good, but it cannot heal
« Both heresies result in a weak view of God’s law
* Legalism weakens the law because it must lower
the bar to a goal that is achlevable o
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ogical te sibn béﬁween he “alr
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is now no condemnation for those who are
“hrist on the sole basis of Christ’s righteousness, t
reversal of the court’s verdict is impossible

‘Thé‘re is no indication in Scripture that God eﬁ’ec’tﬁd"y‘ '"

-~ calls (i.e., regenerates) those whom he has not chosen or |

that he draws into union with his Son those whom he

- allows finally to perish

* But apostasy is not only hypothetical; it actually haf

L
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( vi,'c"atién is our future hope that we will be join 7
together with Christ — head and members — in un

In glorification, the “already” and the “not yet” conve
so that we will no longer be both justified and still a sinne

~ * Two broad streams of thought on glorification:
* Glorification leads to an essential (in our essence)
union with God (Origen); an eternal circle rather than a
historical line from promise to fulfillment




Slide 22

 forensic justification in favor of deification and

formed thedlog'yts‘ critical of the synergism that
inates the Eastern and Western ideas of deificati

‘While Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism de

anctification, Reformed theology affirms all of these
aspects of our union with Christ

* Thedsis (or the beatific vision) does have a discernable
place in Reformed theology, but only on a non-Platonist

| map (glorification)










