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Ve all do theology
Why is theology important?
- Systematic Theology ! )
Biblical Theology Pilgrim

We will be covering roughly 3 TheOIOgY
chapters each time we meet.
Our sessions should serve as an
| introduction and Pilgrim
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[ ﬁer‘c ve that in every w.
. Foras | passed along‘ and

Acts 17:22-23a

- Immanent- God is present in the materlal worId
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-“vmgﬂzthlng has the spark of divinity in it.

Eplcureamsm— God (or the gods) is distant
and unconcerned with this world. Nature an
fate rule the world.

Platonism- God (or the gods) if perfect
cannot come in contact with this wo




Pilgrim Theology Chapter 1 Slide 4

Polythelsm Bellef in many gods
Pantheism — All is divine

~ * Panentheism — All is within divinity; the divine and
- worldly principles are mutually dependent

 + Deism — God created the world but does
|_intervene mlraculously_w't in i y
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quant/tat/ve( more than”), but qualitative
(“different from”)

* We cannot ascend to God’s incomprehensible
‘majesty
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- God has re\/ealéd himself to us through e‘\'/'er"yv‘
anguage like divine “baby talk”

* God’s knowledge is archetypal (original), wh|Ie
~ours is ectypal (a finite copy of the original)

* Just as God is fundamentally different than his
~ creatures in his being, so too he necessarlly differs in
| the knowledge he possesses
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w our knowledge compares to God's

- Not Univocal (meaning exactly the same as
God’s knowledge and creatures’ knowledge ar
identical)
* Not Equivocal (Bearing no relationship as if

God'’s knowledge and creatures’ knowledge have
nothing in common)

* It is Analogical — A copy/analogue (creatures’
‘knowledge is a copy of God s knowle

hﬂg\llar and
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many ways getting to know God

;|ke meeting a stranger

- God is a stranger to us in three senses:

|.Ontologically — In his very being, God is dlfferen
from his creatures

2. Ethically — God’s perfect holiness and our sinfu
condition make him a stranger to us
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and Special Revelation

*General revelation — God’s revelation of
| himself to us through his works in creation
| and providence

« Special revelation — the particular
- knowledge of God that we attain through the
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* Rationalist deism — elevated reason so that special
revelation was both nonexistent and unnecessary
(Immanuel Kant)

* Panentheism — God comes to realize his own
existence through the world (G.W.F. Hegel)
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aith by denylng"that God actually speak :
cts :Wlthln human h|story

- * Modern criticism has attempted to do away
| with special revelation

But speC|aI revelatlon is crltlcal to the
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'has reveal dh mself agaln and gh

i "No other religion bases so much on datab

| ¢ Including the birth, death, and resurrection
- of Jesus. All with specific times, places, and
people

. Our God who is amazmg (tran enda
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God’s Word is counterintuitive and offenswe to
- us because of our sinful nature.
* Jesus spoke with the authority of God, not as

someone mediating the words of God like Moses
* Since he certified his claims by his resurrection,
, Jesus view of Scripture must also be our V|ew
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. s auth_ ritative because |t is God
ord not because the church or we believe [

i ’There is still however a place for secondary X
arguments and evidences.

* Holy Spirit illumines us to receive, perceive, and
respond to God’s Word in faith.

'°Sp1r|tsm ard witn sn ke

g

posst
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- Because Scrlpture is |nsp|red itis infallible
merrant :

s

~[llumination — Our interpretation is |IIum|ned by

- the Spirit
* Our interpretations are always fallible and
subject to revision in light of Scripture
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0d is the ultimate author of scripture... also known
as...

Verbal-plenary Inspiration — God inspired the words
| (verbal), as well as the entirety (plenary), of the Bible

Mechanical view — Biblical authors merely dictated God’s
words like secretaries (not what the Bible presents)
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Biblical writers drew on their eyewitness
- testimonies, cultural contexts, and unique
| personalities

b

* The Bible grew organically out of the
I “.“:h DT\ il
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not our translations
- ¢ Inerrancy does not cancel human agency
* Human authors were not omniscient or

- pe
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the cope of each passage
*E.g, Jesus and mustard
seed (Matt. 13:31-32)-

'the smallest of seeds'

* Jesus’ example was

tailored for its intended
~purpose and the scope
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drama of redemption

|+ The drama of redemption is executed in
history through various covenants
L P, 7 . 4 ; : ;
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« Bible as collection of prédiCtions

* Bible as a catalogue of morality

* Bible as a science textbook




Pilgrim Theology Chapter 2 Slide 10

fnsprred canon and the Splnt—lllumlned comm7

-.The canon is /nsp/red by the Holy Spirit

* This same Spirit //lumines the community of God’
people to understand, embrace, interpret, and
obey the canon
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only What the Bible commands regulates falth
practice, and church worship

- * Distinguish between elements and circumstances

* Elements are expressly set down in Scripture
or deduced from it (like the trinity)
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Views of *Scﬁithre_

- Roman Catholic | | Protestant

Church is the - Scripture is church’s
mother of Scripture constitution

5 Church creates the * The word creates the
word
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od’s attrlbutes an be cIaSS|f|ed into two.
ategorles mcommunlcable and commumcab]e,

: »Hls /ncommun/cab/e traits are those that cann
be said to be true, even analogically, of humans

& - God’s communicable attributes are shared
analogically with human beings because we are his
y |mage bearers
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ncom lunlcableiAttrlbutes

: SlmpI|C|ty— undivided and |nd|V|5|bIe (opp05|te
being complex or composed of different parts) -

* Aseity- self-existent and independent from his
creation (latin- ‘from-himself-ness’)

* Immutability- changeless
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God's simplicity means he is ur.)d}\/'id‘ed and
_indivisible Bk .

* God is not complex or composed of different

parts

e God’s attrlbutes are not different aspects of h|s
essence; they are descrlptlons of ‘his unifie
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Acts I724 25 Psalm | I5 34 Romans Il 35 3¢

_'God is perfectly self-existent and mdependent
from his creation

| *Godisin no way dependent on creation for his
belng or happiness
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God s |mmutab|I|ty is his unchangeableness

. His impassibility is his incapacity for being o
- overwhelmed by suffering

*Group- How would you explain Immutability and
Impa55|b|I|ty in Ilght of Gen 6:5-6, Ex 32 I4 or ah
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* God transcends time in his eternity

* God transcends space in his omnipresence
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utes we st are o uStICe
ith our creator... 1,
Wisdom
- * Knowledge

* Jealousy
* Wrath

v e Goodness
* Power

| * Holiness
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dom, Knc wIedge and Power :
. Wlsdom The power to dlscern tr'uth.
error & rlghteousness from unrighteousn

 * Knowledge — Possession of truth including
| contingencies

* Power — Ability to act as free
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oliness, Righteousness, and Justice
Holiness — As glory is a weightiness, holiness is a
separateness from all unrighteousness and injustict

| integrity

* Justice — Conforming desires, actions, and

i

judgm

dlency, 1avorlt

ents to the standard‘of fcru;h €
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Jealousy —In God’s case, a love for his p"eopI‘
ealously binds them to himself, over against both
the involuntary servitude and voluntary embrace of

other lords

* Wrath — In God’s case, the righteous and holy
- response to transgression
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ness, Love”’ nd Mercy

Goodness — Faithful to his own character G _
also seeks the welfare of his people

* Love — Favor toward and regard for the other

|+ Mercy — God’s favor toward those who deserve
his wrath




